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Offlce Actlon Summary Examiner Group Art Unit
M. Irshadullah 2765

X Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jun 21, 2000

[ This action is FINAL.

[J Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11; 453 0.G. 213.

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of

37 CFR 1.136(a).

Disposition of Claims

Xl Claim(s) 9-20 is/are pending in the application.
Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

] Claim(s) is/are allowed.

X Claim(s) 9-20 is/are rejected.

J Claim(s) is/are objected to.

O Claims are subject to restriction or election requirement.

Application Papers
[ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948.

] The drawing{s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner.

[ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is [ approved [ disapproved.

[ The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner.

Priority under 35 uU.s.C. 8§ 119
[ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d).

[(JAl [OSome* [INone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been
O received.
[ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number)

[ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
*Certified copies not received:

Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. 8 119(e).

Attachment(s)
IX! Notice of References Cited, PT0-892
] Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper Nols).
[ Interview Summary, PTO-413
[] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948
[ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152
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DETAILED ACTION
1. This communication is in response to the amendments filed June 21, 2000.

Summary Of Instant Office Action
2. The amendments to claims 9-11 and 16-18 together with new claims 19 and 20 have been
entered. As a result of amendments, the claims 9-16 rejections under 35 U.S.C., 112, second
paragraph, para 4, and Double Patenting rejection of claims 17 and 18, Office Action para 10,
Paper No. 4 are withdrawn. Prior rejection of Claims 9-16, paras 7 and 8 under 35U. S. C. 103
are maintained; and claims 9-16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103.
3. The amendments fo specification as per Examiner’s suggestion have been entered,
excepting the amendment: page 42, line 2, change «“492" to -426-, which should have read: page

42, line 2, change «492" to -426-, second occurrence.

4. Arguments concerning claims 9-16 in the communication, para 1 above, have been
considered, are deemed unpersuasive and are examined in the Office Action set out below.

Claims 17-19 are also examined below.
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5. Regarding « Official Notice “ in the Office Action, Paper No. 4, mailed March 21, 2000,
the applicant would appreciate that:

Applicant has attempted to challenge Official Notice in the above referred Office Action,
however, applicant has not provided adequate information or argument so that on its face it
creates a reasonable doubt regarding the circumstances justifying the Official Notice. Therefore,
the presentation of reference(s) to substantiate the Official Notice is not deemed necessary. The
Examiner’s taking of Official Notice has been maintained. No further discussion/action in the

matter is deemed necessary.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the
manner in which the invention was made.

7. Claims 9, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Shavit et al ( US Patent 4,799,156 ).
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Shavit et al disclose:

Claim 9. A method for creating an electronic catalog [ Col 1, lines 62-64 recited
with col 12, lines 58-59 ] and processing purchase order [ Abstract, lines 1-5, col 25, lines 58-67
],comprising the steps of:

a) requesting a vendor quotation [ Col 7, lines 56-57 read with col 1, lines 10-12 1;

b) creating blanket vendor order [ Col 12, lines 60-61 and claim 8, lines 65-66 ;

¢) entering the blanket vendor order in the electronic catalog, wherein the electronic
catalog comprises a plurality of items, quantities, shipment charges, delivery times and
availabilities [ Col 10, line 35, Col 12, lines 54-59 ( specifically lines 58-59 ) recited with lines
63-68 ( specifically lines 67-68 ), col 8, line 48, claim 33, lines 5-9, col 16, lines 53-54 read with
col 17, line 21, col 13, line 37, col 15, lines 62-63 and col 33, line 46 ]; o

¢) creating purchase request [ Col 13, lines 51-52 IR

f) requesting an item from the plurality of items electronic catalog using the purchase
request [ Col 12, lines 65-68 continue col 13, lines 1, 51-52 and col 12, lines 54-59 ( specifically
lines 58-59) 1;

g) communicating said order from the electronic catalog to a vendor [ Abstract, lines
1-9, col 13, lines 1, 51-52 and col 12, line 54-59 and col 6, lines 10-11 ;

h) receiving acknowledgment of the communicated order [ Col 1, lines 34-36 and col 12,
line 61 ;

i) receiving the ordered item [ Fig. 3 (124 ) and col 13, line 1 ]; and
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i) recording receipt of said item [ Col 15, lines 48-49 and col 13, line 1 J;

Shavit et al fail to teach the following step:

d) creating a pre—approved budget,
Official notice is taken that the feature is an old and well known practice in business/marketing
art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant’s
invention to incorporate the feature in Shavit et al’s invention, because the feature is a basic and
essential requirement of any business/organization/institution, so spending limits could be known

and maintained by the personnel involved.

In the undernoted claim:

Claim 19. A method as recited in claim 9, further comprising:
Shavit et al show storage, financial service providers, logging the transactions and geherating a
journal [ Col 5, line 30, col 6, line 13 and col 11, lines 22-26 ], yet do not explicitly teach the
following features:

creating an accounts payable record initiated by said record of receipt; and

placing the item in an inventory.
Official notice is taken that the features are old and well known in the computerized business art.

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of instant invention, to



Application/Control Number: 09/083,681 Page 6

Art Unit: 2765

advantageously use the available resources to create an accounts payable record and place it the

storage.

Claim 20. A method as recited in claim 9, wherein receiving order further comprises:

creating a carrier data base containing information to determine shipping costs and
delivery schedules [ Shavit et al: Fig. 19 |; |

tending an offer of shipment to a selected carrier [ Shavit et al: Fig. 19 ( 458, 460, 462,
470 and 472 ) and col 29, lines 66-68 continue col 30, lines 1-2 ]; and

receiving confirmation from the carrier [ Shavit et al: Fig. 19 (470) ].

8. Claims 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roach et al

(' US Patent 5,434,394 ) in view of Shavit et al (US Patent 4,799,156).

Roach et al show:

Claim 10. A system for creating an electronic catalog [ See discussion of element €
below ], comprising:

a) means for purchasing an item [ Fig. 4b (402) described col 13, lines 12-18 ];

b) means for créating a graphical user interface [ Figs. 4a-4e and 5 ] for a customer

service input an order [ Col 9, lines 18-30 ( specifically lines 18-22 and 27-28) I;
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¢) means for tendering a load to a carrier for shipment [ Fig. 4¢ ( 404 ), col 2, lines 19-21
and Fig. 6 (614) ];

d) means for creating an automated warehousing ticket [ Col 4. lines 42-43 ]; and

Roach et al do not teach the undernoted feature:

¢) means for creating an electronic catalog based on a blanket vendor agreement wherein
said electronic catalog comprises a plurality of items, quantities, shipment charges, delivery
times and availability. .
However, Shavit et al show the same [ Col 1, lines 61-68 ( specifically lines 62-63 ), Fig. 2 and
Fig. 24 (644) described col 33, lines 63-64, Fig. 14 (340) described col 26, lines 5-9, 33-34 and
Col 12, lines 54-59 ( specifically lines 58-59 ) recited with lines 63-68 ( specifically lines 67-68 |
), col 8, line 48, claim 33, 1iﬁes 5-9, col 16, lines 53-54 read with col 17, line 21, col 13, line 37,
col 15, lines 62-63 and col 33, line 46 ].
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the marketing art at the time of applicant’s
invention to include Shavit et al’s feature in Roach et al’s invention, because it would facilitate
consolidated marketplace information about and to efficiently conduct business with a variety of

vendors/suppliers/service providers at one database/catalogue.
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In the following claim Roach et al fail to show all the features excepting €):

Claim 11.  The system of claim 10, wherein the means for purchasing an item further
comprises:

¢) means for communicating a purchase request and a purchase release to a vendor [ Fig.
1(34),col 4, line 64 and col 10, lines 17-22 ( specifically line 20 )
However, Shavit et al teach:

a) means for creating 2 blanket vendor order [ Shavit et a: Col 12, lines 60-61 and claim
8, lines 65-66 ]

b) means for providing user input to generate a requisition request t0 requisition the item
[ Shavit et al: Col 13, lines 51-52 ];

¢) means for processing the requisition request by comparing said requisition request to
the blanket vendor agreement to determine availability of the item [ Shavit et al: Col 2, lines 60-
65 ( specifically line 61 ) and col 10, lines 33-39, col 12, lines 42-43, 65-68 continue col 13, lines
1,51-52, Fig. 14 (340), col 26, lines 5-9, col 27, lines 45-47 and col 33, line 46 ]; and

f) means for acknowledging the purchase request [ Shavit et al: Col 1, lines 34-36 and col
12, line 61 ];
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the marketing art at the time of instant
invention to include Shavit et al’s features into Roach et al’s invention, because thé same would
facilitate purchaser to provide consolidated marketplace information about and to efficiently

conduct business with a variety of vendors/suppliers/service providers.
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Both Shavit et al and Roach et al fail to teach the following feature:

d) means for checking the availability of funds against a budget to approve a purchase
transaction.
Official notice is taken that the forementioned feature is old and well practice in the business and
marketing art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of instant
invention to incorporate the feature into Shavit et al’s invention as combined with Roach et al’s,
because the feature is a basic and essential requirement of any business/organization/institution,

so spending limits could be known and maintained by the personnel involved.

Roach et al do not disclose the features in the understated claim:

Claim 12.  The system of claim 11, wherein the means for purchasing an item further
comprises:
However, Shavit et al teach the same:

means for receiving the item [ Shavit et al: Fig. 3 (124 ) and col 13,line 1 J;

means for creating a record of the receipt [ Shavit et al: Col 15, lines 48-49 and col 13,
line11];

means for creating an accounts payable record initiated by said record of receipt [ Shavit
et al: Fig. 14 (310,314 ) and Fig. 15 ( 344)]; and

means for placing the item in an inventory [ Shavit et al: Col 17, lines 56-57 1.
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of current invention to
incorporate Shavit et al’s features into Roach et al’s invention, because it would provide a

comprehensive system that would facilitate efficiency and would save time.

Claim 13.  The system of claim 10, wherein the means for creating a graphical user
interface for a customer service representative, further comprises:

means for creating screens in a window context with multiple files, said screens having
buttons to control access t0 files, wherein said buttons are used to access customer records

[ Roach et al: Figs. 4a-de, 5, 8aand 8b ].

Roach et al fail to show the features in the following claim, however, Shavit ‘et al teach:

Claim 14.  The system of claim 10, wherein the means for tendering a load to a carrier
for shipment further comprises:

means for creating a carrier data base containing information to determine shipping costs
and delivery schedules [ Shavit et al: Fig. 2 (86), col v36, line 46 and lines 23-49 1;

means for tendering an offer of shipment to a selected carrier [ Shavit et al: Fig. 33 and
col 36, lines 31-49 ( specifically lines 47-49)1; and

means for receiving confirmation from the carrier [ Shavit et al: Col 6, lines 60-62 ].
I;c would have been obvious 10 0ne of ordinary skill in the marketing art at the time of applicant’s

invention to include Shavit et al’s features into Roach et al invention, because shipping is an
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integral part of an on-line business and inclusion of carrier information would provide an all-in-

one system.

Claim 15. The system of claim 10, wherein the means for creating an automated
warehousing ticket [ Roach et al: Col 4, lines 42-43 ] further comprises:
a) means for generating pick-order data for an item [ Roach et al: Col 2, lines 40-41 ];

b) means for picking the item from an inventory [ Roach et al: Col 10, lines 17-19, 32-34

¢) means for creating a record of the picked item [ Roach et al: Col 10, lines 28-311;

d) means for transmitting said pick-order datato a central data base in real time [ Roach
et al: Fig. 1 (16, 40 to 52 ) and col 2, line 61 ];

¢) means for delivering the picked item to a shipping point [ Roach et al: Col 2, lines 15-
17 and Fig. 6 (614) ];

f) means for transmitting data representing delivery of the item for shipment t0 said data
base [ Roach et al: Col 2, lines 9-17 and Fig. 1 (52)); and

g) means for consolidating said pick-order and shipment data into 2 record in said

database [ Roach et al: Col 2, lines 56-59 and Fig. 1(52) ]

Roach et al do not teach the features in the undernoted claim, however, Shavit et al teach all the

features except * means for creating a pre-approved budget ” ;
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Claim 16. The system of claim 10, wherein the means for creating an electronic

catalog further comprises:

a) means for requesting a vendor quotation [Col 7, lines 56-57 read Qith col 1, lines 10-
12);

b) means for creating a blanket vendor agreement having a plurality of items, quantities,
shipment charges, delivery items and availabilities [ Col 12, lines 60-61, Fig. 14 (340), col 26,
lines 5-9, claim 8, lines 65-66, and Col 12, lines 54-59 ( specifically lines 58-59 ) recited with
lines 63-68 ( specifically lines 67-68 ), col 8, line 48, claim 33, lines 5.9, col 16, lines 53-54 read
with col 17, line 21, col 13, line 37, col 15, lines 62-63 and col 33, line 46 J;

¢) means for entering said blanket vendor agreement into the electronic catalog [ Col 12,
lines 58, 60-61 and 59 ];

¢) means for creating a purchase request [ Col 13, lines 51-52 1;

f) means for requesting an item from the electronic catalog [ Col 12, lines 65-68 continue
col 13, lines 1, 51-52 and col 12, line 59 ];

g) means for communicating said blanket order to a vendor [ Abstract, lines
6-9, col 13, lines 1, 51-52 and col 12, line 541;

h) means for receiving acknowledgment of a blanket order request [ Col 1, lines 34-36
and col 12, line 61 ];

i) means for receiving said ordered item [ Fig. 3 (124) and col 13, line 1 ]; and

j) means for recording receipt of said item [ Col 15, lines 48-49 and col 13, line 1 ].
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the marketing art at the time of applicant’s
invention to include Shavit et al’s features in Roach et al’s invention, because the same would
facilitate consolidated marketplace information about and to efficiently conduct business with a

variety of vendors/suppliers/service providers at one database/catalogue.

Both Shavit et al and Roach et al fail to teach the following feature:
d) means for creating a pre-approved budget.

Official notice is taken that the forementioned feature is old and well practice in the business and
marketing art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of instant
‘nvention to incorporate the feature into Shavit et al’s invention as combined with Roach et al’s,
because the feature is a basic and essential requirement of any business/organization/institution,

so spending limits could be known and maintained by the personnel involved.

9. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schlafly
('US Patent 4,734,858 ) in view of Shavit et al ( US Patent 4,799,156 ) and further in view of
Roach et al ( US Patent 5,434,394) .
Schlafly shows:

Claim 17. A method for processing customer orders in a computer-based data
processing system having a plurality of data processing devices electrically connected to

communicate with each other [ Title and Fig. 1 ], comprising:

t
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d) receiving a customer order from a customer order input terminal [ Fig. 1 ( 12.1-12.N to
14 or 16 ), col 5, lines 19-24, claim 11, lines 13-15 and 20-24 ];

¢) processing the customer order using an interface module accessed through the
customer order input terminal, said interface module coordinating access to electronic catalog
controlling interaction between a user and said electronic catalog [ Figs. 3-6 described col 7, lines
13-68 continue col 8, lines 1-32 J;

f) generating the customer order in response to. data inputs from the user through said
customer order input terminal and data from said electronic catalog [ Col 6, lines 32-35, Fig. 3 (
84-98 ) described col 7, lines 18-42 and 48-68 and Figs. 4 and 5 1;

g) automatically checking an inventory for availability of an item corresponding to the
customer order in response to the customer order by accessing an inventory data base [ Col 1,
lines 55-57, col 10, lines 11 and 22, Figs. 4 and 5, col 8, lines 9-11 and 15-16 ] and Figs. 4 & 5%

h) retrieving the item from the inventory by accessing an inventory storage location data

base [ Claim 12, line 43 and Figs. 4 &5 ];

Schlafly does not show the following elements; however, Shavit et al teach the same:
a) requesting a blanket vendor order [ Col 7, lines 56-57 read with col 1, lines 10-12 J;
b) creating a blanket vendor agreement [ Col 12, lines 60-61 and claim 8, lines 65-66 ];
¢) entering said blanket vendor agreement into an electronic catalog [ Col 12, lines 60-61

recited with lines 58-59 ];
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Tt would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the marketing art at the time of applicant’s

s features in Schlafly’s invention, because the same would

invention to include Shavit et al’

facilitate consolidated marketplace information about and to efficiently conduct business with a

variety of vendors/suppliers/service providers at one database/catalogue.

Schlafly and Shavit et al do not explicitly show the following elements; however, Roach et al

teach the same:

i) building a load for shipment from the retrieved item [ Roach: Col 17, lines 35-36 ]; and

j) scheduling delivery of the load to the customer [ Roach et al: Col 17, lines 40-46 ].

g art at the time of applicant’s

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the marketin

invention to include Roach et al’s features in Schlafly’s combined with Shavit’s invention,

onsolidated marketplace information about and to efficiently

because the same would facilitate ¢

conduct business services at one database/catalogue.

Claim 18. A method for processing a customer order using a networked

ssing system [ Title and Fig. 1 ], comprising:

computer-based data proce
ut terminal [ Fig. 1 ( 12.1-12.N to

d) receiving a customer order from a customer order inp

14 or 16), col 5, lines 19-24, claim 11, lines 13-15 and 20-24 ];

stomer order to generate a customer order in response to data

¢) processing the received cu

inputs from a user [ Figs. 3-6 described col 7, lines 13-68 continue col 8, lines 1-32 ;
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f) automatically checking an inventory for availability of an item corresponding to the
customer order by accessing the electronic catalog [ Col 1, lines 55-57, col 10, lines 11 and 22,
Figs. 4 and 5, col 8, lines 9-11 and 15-16 ] and Figs. 4 &51;

g) retrieving the item by accessing an inventory storage location data base [ Claim 12,

line 43 and Figs. 4and 5 ];

Schlafly does not show the following elements; howe\-zer, Shavit et al teach the same:
a) requsting a blanket vendor ordedr [ Col 7, lines 56-57 read with col 1, lines 10-12 ;
b) creating a blanket vendor agreement [ Col 12, lines 60-61 and claim 8, lines 65-66 ],
c) entering said blanket vendor agreement into an electronic catalog [ Col 12, lines 60-61
recited with lines 58-59 1;
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the marketing art at the time of applicant’s
invention to include Shavit et al’s features in Schlafly’s invention, because the same would
facilitate consolidated marketplace information about and to efficiently conduct business with a

variety of vendors/suppliers/service providers at one database/catalogue.

Schlafly and Shavit et al do not explicitly show the following elements; however, Roach et al
teach the same:
i) building a load for shipment from the retrieved item [ Roach: Col 17, lines 35-36 ]; and

j) scheduling delivery of the load to the customer [ Roach et al: Col 17, lines 40-46 ].
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the marketing art at the time of applicant’s
invention to include Roach et al’s features in Schlafly’s combined with Shavit’s invention,
because the same would facilitate consolidated marketplace information about and to efficiently

conduct business services at one database/catalogue.

Conclusion
10.  The prior art and other material made of record and not relied upon is considered
pertinent to applicant's disclosure.
a) Wojcik et al., US Patent 5,758,329. System For Managing Customer Orders And
Method Of Implementation.
b) Wojcik et al., US Patent 5,666,493. System For Managing Customer Orders And

Method Of Implementation.

11.  Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to M. Irshadullah whose telephone number is (703) 308-6683.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfui, the examiner’s
supervisor , Tod Swann, can be reached on (703) 308-7791. The fax number for the organization

are (703) 305-0040/308-6306.
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-3900.
M. Irshadullah

August 05, 1999

[/
Uil s’
S
DS
R
AN
&



	2000-09-11 Non-Final Rejection

